











ical models to figure out what's actually ‘in
the market.” The engineering aspect is trying
to figure it out and is for me the real thrill,
similar to the thrill I get from racing. You have
an instrument and you are trying to figure
how to go the fastest way possible with it.
“It's why I spend so much time analyz-
ing the race track, analyzing telemetry, work-
ing on set-up, trying to make a car go faster.
Using TrackMate [a timing software that
divides the race track into multiple sectors]
is for me one of the keys in understanding
how to set up a car better and understand
how to go faster, because the most expensive
thing about vintage racing is seat time.”

Two BMW engines: one
production, one pure race

An hour after his victory with the M10-
powered Elva in the 2011 CSRG opener’s
Group D race, de Silva was into his Osella
with its 2-liter M12 engine, ready to take on
the Group F cars from the later “wings and
slicks” era of sports racers and open wheel-
ers of the 1970s.

Drnek, who bought the 1978 Osella PA-8
in Italy and eventually sold it to de Silva,
compared the two BMW motors.

“The M10 block is the basis of the M12,”
Drnek explains, “and it’s an iron casting. BMW
never made an aluminum Motorsport version
of that engine. In fact, that block is so durable
it was the same basic block used in the 1,200-
hp turbocharged 1.5-liter engine. People who
throw rocks at the M12 say, ‘Well, it's 30 or 40
pounds heavier than a Cosworth BDG. My
response to thatis, “Yeah, but the BMW will be

De Silva calls himself a “financial engineer,”
and he takes a methodical approach to vin-
tage racing, using the latest data acquisition
systems to improve his own performance and
that of his 45-year old Elva. He also races a
1978 Osella with BMW power from an M12 four,
the same engine used by BMW in touring and
formula car racing from 1968 to 1981, and
aerodynamics that represent a generational
advance from the Elva’s curvaceous bodywork.

running at the end of the race.” To look at one
of the M12 engines internally is like opening
up a very large wristwatch—it’s all gear drive
in the front, no belt drive like a Cosworth.”
De Silva continues the comparison. “The
newer Osella is very different from my Elva
that came from the pre-aerodynamic era. The
Osella has a ton more grip, and its BMW
engine is very similar in that it has a really
wide power band with lots of torque, but it's
probably a little more peaky than the M10.”
Nonetheless, he was disappointed with his
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result with the M12-powered Osella at
Infineon in April. A car switch in his Group F
race ruled him to start in back, and he failed
to make it to the front. But he'll have other
races at which to practice with the Osella
before the Monterey Reunion this year, and
another opportunity to show its potential.
“For me,” says de Silva, “the biggest thrill
of vintage racing, apart from just the driving,
is experiencing the differences between an
open-wheel car and a closed-wheel car, but
also the different eras. At this year’s Infineon

event, I drove my Lotus 11 Team Car from 1958
and the Elva from 1965, and then from the late
1970s there’s the Osella. To see the evolution of
technology over the 20- or 30-year period is one
of the real thrills of vintage racing. It's hard to
experience that in one day anywhere else.”

Cars like these inspired Harin de Silva to
dream of designing automobiles and their
engines, and now they inspire reverie for the
experience itself.

“You can actually drive the car in the way
the designers intended,” he says, smiling. @&
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